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MINUTES
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF YORK

Emergency Meeting
April 21, 2020

6:00 p.m.
Meeting Convened. An Emergency Meeting of the York County Board of Supervisors was called

to order at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 21, 2020, in the Board Room, York Hall, by Chairman W.
Chad Green.

REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

Mr. Green read the following statement concerning the purpose and the participants of the
meeting:

This is a meeting of the York County Board of Supervisors, being held by electronic means
without a quorum being physically assembled in one place, pursuant to Code of Virginia sec-
tion 2-2-3708.2(A)(3) for the purpose of adopting several emergency ordinances which directly
address responses to the ongoing pandemic. This meeting is being held remotely recognizing
the various executive orders issued by the Governor of Virginia relating to the pandemic and
limiting large gatherings of people.

This meeting is expected to be rather short, and no arrangements have been made for public
comment. However, each ordinance is being considered under Code of Virginia section 15.2-
1427(F) which allows emergency ordinances to be adopted without prior notice provided that
they cannot be effective for more than 60 days unless reenacted under the usual rules for
notice and public opportunity to be heard.

This meeting will be immediately followed by our regularly scheduled public meeting, for several
public hearing matters. Public comment will be allowed for those hearings, via recorded call
with more explanation to be provided during that meeting, and information has already been
provided on the County’s website.

[ am William C. “Chad” Green, Board Chair, and I am sitting in the Board Room of York Hall.
Other Board members participating remotely are Walter C. Zaremba, Sheila S. Noll, Jeffrey D.
Wassmer, and Thomas G. Shepperd, Jr. Other County staff present or participating are Neil A.
Morgan, County Administrator; James E. Barnett, Jr., County Attorney; Heather L. Schott,
Legislative Assistant, and a small number of senior County staff.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Neil Morgan, County Administrator, provided a brief presentation on Proposed Emergency
Ordinances No. 20-11, No. 20-12, No. 20-13, and No. 20-14. He explained Proposed Ordinance
No. 20-11 had been prepared by the County Attorney in collaboration with other County Attor-
neys around the state pursuant to State law. The Ordinance would establish remote electronic
procedures for the Board of Supervisors and other Boards/Commissions under the purview of
York County for the period of 60 days. Proposed Ordinance No. 20-12 would amend Section
21-18 of the York County Code relative to the meetings of the Board of Equalization by chang-
ing the time period they could meet. A small number of appeals still existed, but the deadline
occurred in the middle of the pandemic. The ordinance would allow an extension of the meet-
ings to a reasonable period of time, with proper notice. Proposed Ordinance No. 20-13 would
allow for financial adjustments and certain forms of tax relief for the citizens and businesses
during the declared emergency. It would reduce the standard 10 percent late penalty for certain
types of taxes to 2 percent, and the accrued interest would be adjusted to 2 percent until Sep-
tember 30. The proposed tax relief would be applied to such items as business and profession-
al license tax, real estate tax, personal property tax, and the machinery and tools tax. These
types of taxes were something that all citizens and businesses were subject to and were not
trust taxes. It would incentivize payment and did not include the large penalty of interest that
typically applies. Proposed Ordinance No. 20-14 would ratify the decision and necessary ac-
tions to close and prohibit public access to parks and public areas during the declared emer-
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gency and disasters related to the COVID 19 Virus. The County Attorney had advised Mr.
Morgan that while the actions were taken lawfully under the Declaration of Emergency, it was
recommended for the record. The initial closure was for 60 days; however, Mr. Morgan stated
the restrictions could change if conditions improved and it becomes safe to do so.

Mr. Zaremba spoke regarding Proposed Ordinance No. 20-14, and specifically the ball fields
that exist at Queens Lake Middle School. He questioned the justification of making the fields
inaccessible to York County citizens. He asked whether the School Division had coordinated
with the County with regards to the closure.

Mr. Morgan explained he was aware of the Superintendent’s decision to close the fields, tennis
courts, and playgrounds. The Proposed Ordinance did not include the actions taken by the
School Division. The Superintendent had made the decision and taken action after the Sher-
iff's Office had received numerous reports of large gatherings of people at several different
school sites. Mr. Morgan explained that the Superintendent shared the same concerns cited by
Mr. Zaremba and understood the importance of individuals being able to recreate during this
time. He was willing to reach out to the Superintendent to see whether he was able to review
those decisions on a case-by-case situation.

CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE

Mr. Wassmer then moved the adoption of proposed Ordinance No. 20-11 that reads:

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO EFFECTUATE TEMPORARY
CHANGES IN CERTAIN DEADLINES AND TO MODIFY PUBLIC
MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING PRACTICES AND PROCE-
DURES TO ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS ASSOCIAT-
ED WITH PANDEMIC DISASTER

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Ralph S. Northam issued Executive Order
Fifty-One declaring a state of emergency for the Commonwealth of Virginia arising from the
novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order Fifty-One acknowledged the existence of a public health
emergency which constitutes a disaster as defined by Virginia Code § 44-146.16 arising from
the public health threat presented by a communicable disease anticipated to spread; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order Fifty-One ordered implementation of the Commonwealth of
Virginia Emergency Operations Plan, activation of the Virginia Emergency Operations Center to
provide assistance to local governments, and authorization for executive branch agencies to
waive “any state requirement or regulation” as appropriate; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a national
emergency, beginning March 1, 2020, in response to the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19
outbreak a pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Board confirmed the declaration of local emergency
made by the local director of emergency management on March 13, as modified on March 17,
2020; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that COVID-19 constitutes a real and substantial threat to
public health and safety and constitutes a “disaster” as defined by Virginia Code §44-146.16
being a “communicable disease of public health threat;” and

WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 15.2-1413 provides that, notwithstanding any contrary pro-
vision of law, a locality may, by ordinance, provide a method to assure continuity of govern-
ment in the event of a disaster for a period not to exceed six months; and

WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 44-146.21(C) further provides that a local director of emer-
gency management or any member of a governing body in his absence may upon the declara-
tion of a local emergency “proceed without regard to time-consuming procedures and formali-






